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General Comments from Reviewer: This manuscript provides valuable insights into the determinants of exclusive breastfeeding practices among HIV-positive mothers in Addis Ababa, which can be useful in policy makers in this area. However, there are some typos and un-clear expressions that can impact the reader's understanding of the study. Overall, the study is well-conducted, and the sample size is appropriate for the research question. However, some limitations should be addressed. Firstly, the study only focused on HIV-positive mothers, and therefore the results may not be generalizable to the broader population. Secondly, the study used a cross-sectional design, which limits the ability to establish causality between the significant factors and exclusive breastfeeding practices.
Introduction: The article could provide more specific recommendations for targeting education and counselling messages to groups of women at risk of shorter BF. For example, the article could suggest strategies to increase EBF practice among HIV-positive mothers, such as providing counselling on EBF practice during antenatal care visits and involving husbands in the decision-making process.
The article could suggest ways to address the dilemma that HIV-positive mothers face in deciding whether to give their children all the benefits of breast milk or avoid breast milk and increase the risk of death from diarrhoea and malnutrition. For example, the article could suggest strategies for reducing the risk of HIV transmission during breastfeeding, such as providing antiretroviral therapy to HIV-positive mothers and their infants.
Methodology: The methodology should refer only to the procedures carried out to carry out the study; therefore, lines 95 to the middle of line 101 must belong to the introduction and background section. Population and Eligibility: Second paragraph seems to be redundant. Data Management and Analysis: The authors should explain whether a check of extreme values and of the independence of the observations was made in the analysis process. They should also specify whether goodness-of-fit tests were carried out.
Results: The result revealed that on the bivariate analysis, educational status of the mother, current occupation of the mother, counselling service, knowledge, PNC visit, ANC visit and house hold income were associated with exclusive breast feeding." The authors should explain in what sense this association occurs
Is CD4 counts represent for CD4+ T cell count? please give a brief introduction on why this parameter is tested. Besides, when the expression "XX% of them" is used mutiple times in results part, it is a quite confusing. Please revise and make it clear: XXX% of which group of participants.
Figures: Figure 1 needs to be redone for clarity. we recommend that the "yes-no" answers be included in their respective sections. Moreover, the blue square does not provide information and is confusing. Percentages, if they are to be included, should be on a stacked bar chart. The information in Table 3 is redundant with the above text. If it does not provide new relevant information, it should be removed.
The article can be published after minor revision.



